Sisters of Saint Joseph of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia

Corporate Stand Against Human Trafficking

We, the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, whose mission is one of unity and
reconciliation, proclaim individually and corporately our opposition to the slavery of human
trafficking in all its forms, and in every place where it exists.

We affirm the dignity of all life; therefore, we join our voices with Pope Benedict XVI, the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and all persons of good will who have denounced
this international crime that exploits innocent and helpless victims, most of whom are women
and children.

At the same time, we commit ourselves to raise public awareness of the magnitude, reasons for
and consequences of human trafficking, to work in collaboration with others to address and
eliminate its root causes, and to support those who minister directly to victims of this crime.

As women of the gospel, we challenge ourselves, our Associates in Mission, partners in ministry;
and leaders in all sectors of society to take appropriate action to stem the tide of this gross
violation of human rights. We endeavor to heal the pain that this difficult situation creates for
poor, marginalized, and fragile members of the human family.
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